ANTHONY   EDEN

The League of Nations Union campaign began with a
formidable mass meeting at the Caxton Hall on 2ist October
at which   Lord Cecil was, by natural right, the principal
speaker.    Professor Gilbert Murray asserted that his resig-
nation had sent a thrill  through League circles in every
country.    Lord Cecil   (it is reported)  e stated the case for
disarmament temperately and with a cogency born of con-
viction and knowledge of his subject".   He did not define
just how far the British Empire should pledge its resources to
guarantee the security of another state, but he urged that
the Government should not be frightened to take risks if by
doing so they made war ultimately less probable.    Lloyd
George, as might be expected, entered the fray as an ancestral
voice prophesying war.   Sir Austen replied that he could not
regard Mr. Lloyd George as a true friend of peace, while
Mr. Lloyd George retaliated with the view that if Europe
could not advance beyond Locarno war was inevitable. The
Prime Minister tried to smooth out these ripples with oil and
irrelevance.   The great value of the League in his opinion
was that it promoted discussion among the representatives of
European States.
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